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http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/literaryawds/2008MediaAwardWinners.htm
http://www.3fireslibrary.info/bhm.html
http://www.3fireslibrary.info/BlackHistory.html
http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/1_1_search.asp
http://www.inventnow.org/pdf/ResourceGuideMid.pdf
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Newbery Medal 
 
Schlitz, Laura Amy 
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! 
In this book, thirteenth-century England springs to life using 21 dramatic 
individual narratives that introduce young inhabitants of village and manor; 
from Hugo, the lord's nephew, to Nelly, the sniggler. Schlitz's elegant 
monologues and dialogues draw back the curtain on the period, revealing 
character and relationships, hinting at stories untold. Explanatory interludes 
add information and round out this historical and theatrical presentation. 

 
Newbery Honor Books 

 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. 
Elijah from Buxton 
In Elijah of Buxton, Elijah is the first free-born child in Buxton, a Canadian 
community of escaped slaves, in 1860. With masterful storytelling, vibrant 
humor, and poignant insight into the realities of slavery and the meaning of 
freedom, Curtis takes readers on a journey that transforms a “fra-gile” 11-
year-old boy into a courageous hero. 
 

 
Schmidt, Gary D. 
The Wednesday Wars 
In The Wednesday Wars, seventh-grader, Holling Hoodhood, is convinced his 
teacher hates him. Through their Wednesday afternoon Shakespeare sessions she 
helps him cope with events both wildly funny and deadly serious. “To thine own 
self be true” is just one of the life lessons he learns. 
�

Coretta Scott King Author Award 
 
Curtis, Christopher Paul 
Elijah from Buxton   
(see above) 
 
Sibert Informational Book Medal 
 

Sis, Peter 
The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain 
In his deeply felt memoir set in mid-20th century Prague, Sís contrasts the 
constrictive walls of the communist state with his personal quest for artistic 
freedom. Black & white drawings accentuated with sharp punches of red are 
brightened with splashes of color as hope gradually takes hold. Sís takes us 
from his childhood, when fear, suspicion and lies permeated everyday life, to 
the “Prague Spring” of 1968 and beyond, a time when “everything seemed 
possible.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Caldecott Medal 
 
Selznick, Brian 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
From an opening shot of the full moon setting over an awakening Paris in 
1931, this tale casts a new light on the picture book form. Hugo is a young 
orphan secretly living in the walls of a train station where he labors to 
complete a mysterious invention left by his father. In a work of more than 500 
pages, the suspenseful text and wordless double-page spreads narrate the tale 
in turns. Neither words nor pictures alone tell this story, which is filled with 
cinematic intrigue. Black & white pencil illustrations evoke the flickering 
images of the silent films to which the book pays homage. 
 

�
ALA Notable Books 

�
Bakarat, Ibtisam 
Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood 
On the fortieth anniversary of the Arab-Israeli Six Day War (1967-1971), 
Ibtisam Barakat writes a compelling memoir of her young childhood during 
the war that shows the value and beauty of ordinary life. 
�
�
�

� �
Gore, Albert 
An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming 
Dramatic full-color photos, illustrations, and graphs combine with Gore's 
effective and clear writing to explain global warming in very real terms: what it 
is, what causes it, and what will happen if we continue to ignore it. An 
Inconvenient Truth will change the way young people understand global 
warming and hopefully inspire them to help change the course of history. 
�

D’Aluisio, Faith and Peter Menzel 
Middle School is Worse Than Meatloaf: A Year Told Through Stuff 
Ginny has ten items on her big to-do list for seventh grade. None of them, 
however, include accidentally turning her hair pink. Or getting sent to 
detention for throwing frogs in class. Or losing the lead role in the ballet 
recital to her ex-best friend. Or the thousand other things that can go wrong 
between September and June. But it looks like it's shaping up to be that 
kind of a year! Here's the story of one girl's worst school year ever -- told 
completely through her stuff. 

�
Thompson, Kate 
The New Policeman 
Hoping to buy a bit of time for his mother’s birthday, J.J. Liddy discovers 
that time is leaking from his world into the land of fairies. Through music 
and his own wits, he navigates both worlds to try to correct the imbalance.�



 

 

 

 

Bakarat, Ibtisam 
The Mysterious Benedict Society 
Four gifted orphans selected by their benefactor Mr. Benedict, set out on a 
dangerous mission to save the world from a scientist bent on world 
domination through mind control. 
�
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Bolden, Tonya 
M.L.K.: Journey of a King 
In M.L.K: Journey of a King, the author introduces young readers to the 
human being behind the icon whose words and deeds are given new life to 
educate and inspire young minds. This well-researched text brings readers 
closer to Dr. King through detailed historical analysis and extensive notes. 
It is illustrated with extensive period photography and beautifully 
reproduced, well-captioned photos. It will leave readers with a strong and 
inspiring sense of the passion and depth of Dr. King's commitment to 
peace with justice. 
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Curtis, Christopher Paul 
Elijah from Buxton   
(see above) 
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Bosch, Pseudonymous 
The Name of this Book is Secret 
Two eleven-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician 
and stop the evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais, who are searching for the secret 
of immortality. 
 

 
Van Draanen, Wendelin 
Sammy Keyes and the Wild Things 
While on her first hiking and camping trip, thirteen-year-old Sammy tries to 
solve a mystery involving endangered condors while avoiding scorpions, ticks, 
and embarrassment. 
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