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Newbery Medal 
Perkins, Lynne Rae 
Criss Cross 
The descriptive, measured writing by Michigan Author Perkins includes poems, prose, 
haiku, and question-and-answer formats. There is a great deal of humor in this gentle 
story about a group of childhood friends facing the crossroads of life and how they wish 
to live it. 
 
Newbery Honor Books 

 
Robinet, Harriette Gillern 
Princess Academy 
While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with the other girls from her 
mountain village, fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and connections 
to her homeland. The book is a fresh approach to the traditional princess story with 
unexpected plot twists and great emotional resonance. 

 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow 
How could the Holocaust have happened? Bartoletti delivers a chilling answer by 
exploring Hitler’s rise to power through the first-hand experiences of young 
followers whose adolescent zeal he so successfully exploited and the more 
extraordinary few who risked certain death in resisting. 
 

Armstron, Alan 
Whittington 
This barnyard fantasy weaves together three tales: Whittington the cat’s arrival on 
Bernie’s farm, his retelling of the traditional legend of his 14th-century namesake, and 
one boy’s struggle to learn to read. These three tales unite the disparate citizens of the 
barn community in a celebration of oral and written language, the support of friends, the 
healing power of humor and the triumph of life. 
 

Coretta Scott King Author Award 
 
Lester, Julius 
Day of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue 
This is a masterful fictionalized account of the largest slave auction in U.S. history, held 
1859 in Savannah, Georgia. In a powerfully dramatic format, the voices of enslaved 
Africans and their masters move between monologues and conversations. This is an 
accessible novel that allows the reader to understand the moral dilemmas faced by the 
characters, and their challenge to affirm humanity in the midst of slavery. 
 
Pura Belpré Honor Book 
 

Ryan, Pam Muñoz 
Becoming Naomi León 
When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico 
with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father. In this story of 
love that binds an extended family together. Characters are well-drawn and balanced, 
relationships are honest, and Naomi’s growing awareness of her cultural heritage and 
sense of self will keep readers engrossed.
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Blumenthal, Karen 
Let Me Play: The Story of Title IX: The Law That Changed the Future of 
Girls in America  
Up until the 1970s, if you were a girl, you were told you shouldn't play team sports, 
or go to college. But, in 1972, Title IX changed that, by ensuring that girls have the 
same opportunities as boys to participate in sports and classes. But that change did 
not come without a fight. 

�

Bausum, Ann 
With Courage and Cloth 
Up until the 1970s, if you were a girl, you were told you shouldn't play team 
sports, or go to college. But, in 1972, Title IX changed that, by ensuring that girls 
have the same opportunities as boys to participate in sports and classes. But that 
change did not come without a fight. 
 

Schneider, Dorothy 
First Ladies: A Biographical Dictionary 
The role of first lady has changed throughout the history of the United States. Since 
Martha Washington first assumed the role, many different responsibilities and duties 
have been added, making the first lady a highly visible political figures, as well as a wife 
to the president.�The profiles presented in this book provide insight into the lives of each 
president's wife and her contributions to the White House and the nation. 
 

Miller, Brandon Marie 
Good Women of a Well-Blessed Land: Women’s Lives in Colonial 
American 
Drawing on primary resources such as early broadsides, passenger ship lists, and 
letters, Good Women of a Well-Blessed Land vividly portrays the lives of women in 
early America from the 1600s to the beginnings of the American Revolution in the 
1770s. Faced with tasks such as bearing children and making a home far from the 
comforts of Europe, colonial women had to be strong, courageous, and resourceful. 

 
Macy, Sue, ed. 
Girls Got Game: Sports Stories and Poems 
Sue Macy, author of three popular nonfiction books on women in sports, has gathered the 
best fiction writers and poets to describe the in-the-moment experiences of the millions of 
girls who are now competing. 

 
Beals, Melba Patillo 
Ashes of Roses 
Historical Fiction.  Sixteen-year-old Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from 
Ireland, finds work at New York City's Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 
1911 fire in which 146 employees died. 

 
 
Harik, Ramsey M. 
Women in the Middle East: Tradition and Change 
Discusses the lives of women in the Middle East today including the traditions that 
shape these lives, the present day religious, social and political realities, and changing 
expectations.        


